AZ Medicines Control Authority of Zimbabwe

106 Baines Avenue P.O. Box 10559
Tel: +263 242 736 981-7 Harare
708 255 /792 165/ 0772 145 191/2/3 Zimbabwe

Email: mcaz@mcaz.co.zw
Website: www.mcaz.co.zw

REF: B/279/35/28/2024

CIRCULAR 28 OF 2024
Date: 11" December,2024

To: WHOLESALERS, PREMISES LICENCE HOLDERS, AND RETAIL OUTLETS

RE: SALE AND DISTRIBUTION OF UNAPPROVED PHARMACOPOEIAL
PREPARATIONS (GALENICAL PREPARATIONS)

The Medicines Control Authority of Zimbabwe (MCAZ) has noted with concern the recent
surge in the sale and distribution of unapproved Pharmacopoeial Preparations commonly
referred to as Galenical preparations in licensed premises and retail shops. The Authority would
like to advise its stakeholders that Galenical preparations are registrable as medicines. The
Evaluations and Registration division is available to assist with the registration requirements
for Galenical preparations.

Galenical preparations should only be manufactured by licensed pharmaceutical manufacturers
and distributed from licensed and approved premises. Therefore, the Authority through the
inspection team shall be confiscating all unapproved galenical preparations that are found
during inspections.

All retailers should immediately remove these products from their shelves and quarantine as
they plan for their disposal.

For the avoidance of doubt, please find the examples below of the products in question, the list
is not exhaustive:

No. Product name Picture
1. Povidone lodine

10% Topical

Solution
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Cod Liver Oil

3. Zinc & Castor Oil
Ointment

4, Whitfield's
Ointment

3 Sulphur Ointment

10%
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Liquid Paraffin

Vitamin E Oil, 70
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Castor Oil
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9, Olive Oil
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10. Coconut Oil
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The Authority upholds its mandate to ensure access to safe, effective, and good quality medical
products and allied substances for the protection of the public and animals.

Yours faithfully
MEDICINES CONTROL AUTHORITY OF ZIMBABWE

DIRECTOR-GENERAL
/csk
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